U.S. Department of Justice 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
ashington, D.C. 


April 17, 2008 


MR. WILLIAM J. MAXWELL 
UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS 
DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 


All 
608 SOUTH WRIGHT STREET 2 
URBANA, IL 61801 Ps 


Reques 


t No.: 1112985- 000 AŹŃ 0 
Subject; SE i i A 


(>) 


Dear Requester: 


The records that you have requested were previously processed e provisio 0 Mmh 
Freedom of Information Act for another requester. 2 


Enclosed are 76 pages of documents pertaining to your request and a copy of the explanation of 
exemptions. 


You may submit an appeal from any denial contained herein by writing to the Office of Information 
and Privacy, U.S. Department of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, D.C. 20530- 
0001, within sixty days from the date of this letter. The envelope and the letter should be clearly marked 
“Freedom of Information Appeal” or “Information Appeal.” Please cite the FOIPA number assigned to your 
request so that it may be easily identified. 


Sincerely yours, 


David M. Hardy 

Section Chief, 

Record/Information 
Dissemination Section 

Records Management Division 


Enclosure(s) 


(b)(1) 


(b)(2) 


(b)(3) 


(b)(4) 


(b)(5) 


(b)(6) 
(b)(7) 


(b)(8) 


(b)(9) 


(d)(5) 


00 


(k)(1) 


(k)(2) 


(k)(3) 


(K)(4) 


(k)(5) 


(k)(6) 


(K)(7) 


EXPLANATION OF EXEMPTIONS 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552 


(A) specifically authorized under criteria established by an Executive order to be kept secret in the interest of national defense or foreign 
policy and (B) are in fact properly classified to such Executive order; 


related solely to the internal personnel rules and practices of an agency; 


specifically exempted from disclosure by statute (other than section 552b of this title), provided that such statute(A) requires that the 
matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to leave no discretion on issue, or (B) establishes particular criteria for 
withholding or refers to particular types of matters to be withheld; 


trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from a person and privileged or confidential; 


inter-agency or intra-agency memorandums or letters which would not be available by law to a party other than an agency in litigation 
with the agency; 


personnel and medical files and similar files the disclosure of which would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy; 


records or information compiled for law enforcement purposes, but only to the extent that the production of such law enforcement 
records or information ( A ) could be reasonably be expected to interfere with enforcement proceedings, ( B ) would deprive a person 

of a right to a fair trial or an impartial adjudication, ( C ) could be reasonably expected to constitute an unwarranted invasion of personal 
privacy, ( D ) could reasonably be expected to disclose the identity of confidential source, including a State, local, or foreign agency or 
authority or any private institution which furnished information on a confidential basis, and, in the case of record or information compiled 
by a criminal law enforcement authority in the course of a criminal investigation, or by an agency conducting a lawful national security 
intelligence investigation, information furnished by a confidential source, ( E ) would disclose techniques and procedures for law 
enforcement investigations or prosecutions, or would disclose guidelines for law enforcement investigations or prosecutions if such 
disclosure could reasonably be expected to risk circumvention of the law, or ( F ) could reasonably be expected to endanger the life or 
physical safety of any individual; 


contained in or related to examination, operating, or condition reports prepared by, on behalf of, or for the use of an agency responsible for 
the regulation or supervision of financial institutions; or 


geological and geophysical information and data, including maps, concerning wells. 
SUBSECTIONS OF TITLE 5, UNITED STATES CODE, SECTION 552a 
information compiled in reasonable anticipation of a civil action proceeding; 


material reporting investigative efforts pertaining to the enforcement of criminal law including efforts to prevent, control, or reduce 
crime or apprehend criminals; 


information which is currently and properly classified pursuant to an Executive order in the interest of the national defense or foreign 
policy, for example, information involving intelligence sources or methods; 


investigatory material compiled for law enforcement purposes, other than criminal, which did not result in loss of a right, benefit or 
privilege under Federal programs, or which would identify a source who furnished information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity 
would be held in confidence; 


material maintained in connection with providing protective services to the President of the United States or any other individual pursuant 
to the authority of Title 18, United States Code, Section 3056; 


required by statute to be maintained and used solely as statistical records; 


investigatory material compiled solely for the purpose of determining suitability, eligibility, or qualifications for Federal civilian 
employment or for access to classified information, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person who furnished 
information pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence; 


testing or examination material used to determine individual qualifications for appointment or promotion in Federal Government service 
the release of which would compromise the testing or examination process; 


material used to determine potential for promotion in the armed services, the disclosure of which would reveal the identity of the person 
who furnished the material pursuant to a promise that his/her identity would be held in confidence. 
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 
AND 
PRIVACY ACTS 


SUBJECT Harold Cruse 


FILE NUMBER__100-HQ-370842 


SECTION NUMBER 1 


EL 


g i ua 2 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


8 . i 


| | FD-122 
(102 15- 49) 


Office Memor um - UNITED STA RPA 


TO : Director, FBI — PATE: AUG - 7 1950 


: F se oe I 
FROM SAC, New York . VA | | ' 
L 25 e pies Cc 


47 SUBJECT: HAROLD umyc RUSE, was. | 


SECURITY MA £ LZ, g 175 | | 
7. as AN ebe 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be 8 on the 
above captioned individual. 


| 
| 
| 
1 


The Security Index Card on the captidned individual should be 
— enges as follows: (Specify change a 


NAME GET: 


= 


ALIASES Nara 


arbi’ Cruzi Harold right 


| 
| 
\ 
| 
| 
ti = = * 2 = t ARCE ft a 2 "TF EE olde N m qe | 
| 
l 
| 
| 


N 


RACE _Negro_ SEX H. NATIVE BORN_ xy _ NATURALIZED ALIEN _| h 
| i | 
COMMUNIST _X____ SOCIAŁIST WORKERS PARTY__ — SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


— 


a | = 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 2 fe | 


TAB FOR DETCOM , TAB FOR COMSAB a 


— ee ME 


DATE OF BIRTH__March 12, 1914 PLACE OF BIRTH SS | 
| 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 116 West 117th Streety apartment 6, Net a> ~- | 
l 


22 
je 
| CJ | 
_ BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) E 
e a. n | 
Na i k | Freedom of the Press, Inc a | 
ix PL y LA ; 6 
„5 * epi'ev 50 East Thirteenth Stree 4 


9 . OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Strategic śga Vital Industry List) 


fs 1 Publishes "Daily Worker". | 


\ 


iR = 
JGC: BLE a zy CORDED, ; 105 | dea | 


MAS Le A 


ran „„ TD 2 
13 C s YZ radu FX- 16: 


Y ` 2 3 
De ae fi w 


at ue 
b | FEDERAL BUREAU OF W 
borin No. t i 
THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT Ne. > NY FILE No. de BLR 
REPORT MADE AT DATE Le | .FER{OD 58-12; MADE REPORT MACE BY 
1. MAD 5 19 -= 
2 m lets 8 5 f. 
3 55 — . | CHARACTER OF CASE 
"HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was: Harold Cruse, H. Crus 
AP H. We Cruse, Harold Cruse, Haro..d W. Cruse, Harpia SECURITY MATTER - © 
| l. Cruzi, Harold Wri ght 7ö;XÄꝙ8ſũͥ ns ee et ey ae ne EA, 
Pl | xe 
5355 Subject born under name HAROLD ae | 


: | WRIGHT at Petersburg, Va., 3/12/16. 

H | „ Resides 116 M. 117th St., NYC, apt. | 
6. Employec. as writer and lecturer | 
by "Daily Worker." Subject's Veterans 
record set out. Subject attended CP | | 
Veterens Convention at uashington, | 
D. C. in 19h74 In 19h7 subject was a | 
member of Ben Davis Glub. Subject re- | | 


l ., , set out. 


puted to be fanatical supporter of 7 a | 

Communist program. Subject member of be 

U American Newspaper Guild. Marched in B76 ; 

fi | May Day Parade in 1949. Attended b7D : 
ees ot aa Jefferson School of Social Science. | | 
NU | Subject merber American Labor Party. | 
ŻA A. No credit record located. Description | 

| 

| 


wie 


| | g: jo} 
DÉTAILS This investigation is predicated upon information received = z 
from Confidential Informant] of known reliability, on |, 

October 30, 1918 to the effect that HAROLD CRUZE TS writer for the "Daily | 

` Worker" and is a fanatical supporter of the canna: rograf. A ! 
BIRTH A review cf the records of the Bures of Vital Statistics = | 


for the State of Virginia failed to 


flect any birth = 4 
record for either a HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE or a HAROLD WRIGHT | 


‘| Volume h15, Certificate No. 8919, the birth record of a HAROLD WRIGHT was if 
| recorded 0 place of birth listed as March 12, 1916 at Petersburg i 
VV same zę | 
0 PIES DESTROYED | » | a sk 


| 5 . 
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34 
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PROPERTY OF FBI -THIS CONFIDENTIAL REP ORT AND ITS CONTE NTS ARE LOANED 10 YOU BY THE FBI AND ARE KOA TU BE DISTRIBUTED QUISIDE OF 


AGENCY TO WHICH LOANED, ; i 
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GS SSVONNBENT PAINTING OFFICES 
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Virginia. The race of the child was given as colored. ‘The records further 
ucza the 1946 City Directory fór Petersburg, Virginia, reveals a 

LET, REYS resides at 849 East Bank Street in that city. It is noted that 
a LE 0 SE was listed as the subject's grandmother and sole dependent 

in his records at the Veteran's Administration, New York City. 


RESIDENCE à. © 

| | oTi . 85 

p | Conridential Infornant[___ of known reliability, advisedéon 

April 21, 1950 that HAROLD WRIGHT-GRUSE is presently residing at 116 West 117th 

Street, apartment. six, New York City. 

| - i 
27 2 ‘Gonfidential Informan of knowm reliability, confirmed the 

above information by advising. that an H. CRUSE and an H. W. CRUSE, both with 
a social security number identical with that of the subject, is employed by 


the Freedom of the Press, Incorporated. M b2 
e 
| Confidential Mmformer__ Jof known reliability, advised on 

TEE 9; 1947 that the subject was employed by Freedom of the Press, Incorporated, 
50 East Thirteenth Street, New York City, as a writer on the editorial staff. 

It | is to be noted that the "Daily Worker", an East Coast Communist newspaper 

is published by the Freedom of the Press, Incorporated. 

i 192 

|< | Confidential informant] of known reliability, advised on 
July lh, > that the subject was presently employed by the above company. 
| | | 

BACKGROUND 

5 i 

l me subject's file GEE the Veteran's Administration, 252 Seventh 
Avenue, New Tork 28 reveals the LO LONDE information: 


sermoe Record Enlisted United States Army on March 20, 
- JEJ | 1941; discharged (honorably) September 
| : 16, 1945; rank at discharge | Jois- 
| ability: 10 per cent - flat feet, third 
a „ £ Z | degree; Army Serial No.: 32012226, 
b 5 | | 


NY 100-87332 


Education Hearen High School, New York City. 
Graduated 1936. 
Former Addresses 2737 Corger Avenue, New York City, 1940-1911 
176 märd Avenue, New York City, 1945-1949 
116 West 117th Street, New York City, 1949-present 


Former Employment Clerk} Y. M. C. A., 180 West 135th Street, New York 
City, :15h0-19h1 | | 

United States Army, 1941-1945 . 

Veteran's Administration, 1945-1946 


I - 
$ 


COMMNIST PARTY ACTIVITIES | | | | 
. Confidential Informant Dot mom reliability, advised that p 
HAROLD CRUSE spoke at a meeting protesting the "lynch-murders" of Negroes in b7D 
Georgia. This meeting was sponsored by the United Negro andAllied Veterans 
of America en August 10, 1946 in New York City. | Ë 
| It is to be noted that the above organization is one coming | 
within the purview of Executive Order No. 9835 by letters of November 24, 1947 
and May 27, 1948, according to the Aa of Section three, Part | 
three of the Executive Order. | A 


m the May 8, 19h7 issue pf the "Daily Worker," an East Coast. 
Communist newspaper, on page three, colum five, an article entitled "Communist 
Vets Meet in Capital Today" states that the subject was one of the five hundred 
delegates to attend the first annual convention of the Communist Veterans of 
America, which ja-Tirner's Arena in Washington, D. C. This meeting vas 
called by ROBER OMPSON, New York State Chairman of the Communi st Party 


a 
— 22 a , 
“a 


In the May 10, 1947 issue of. the "Daily Worker" there appeared 
on page six a photograph of thé subject in ‘an. Army uniform standing at the J 
foot of the bronze monument in Washington, D. C. of the Flag Raising on Iwo 
Jimo, while he, the subject, was an Was irgton, D. C. attending the first 
convention of the Communist War Veterans in May'1917, 
| | 


i 


: 3 
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Confidential Informa advised on September 20, 1947 that the 
subject ittended an executive meeting of the Communist Party on this date at 
the BEN DAVIS club, 2315 Seventh Avenue a New York City. 


Confidential Informant A advised on September 18, 1947 that 
the subject was in attendance at the Commutist Party meeting at Madi son Square 
Garden on this date celebrating the Marxist Centennial. urther advised 
that the subject was a writer and lecturer for the "Worker." ; 


Confidential Infornant [ ] advised on February u, 1949 that the subject 
was a member of the American Newspaper Gui-.d, Daily Worker Unit, Local No. 
Three and that on this date he was employed as 4 copy boy by the "Daily Ad 


Confidential Infomant D Irurther advised that the subject attended. 
a meeting of the American Newspaper Guild on October 20, 1947. 


Confidential Informant ImO appeared to be reliable and who holds ` b2 
a responsible position with a New York newspaper, stated that the New York 


Chapters of the American Newspaper Guild were completely subjugated to the pe RIR 
Communi st PACET. influence. i i 


Confidential Inf W ac that HAROLD CRUZE on June 26 and ra 
1948 was in attendance at the Harlem Regional Convention of the Communist 
Party held in the Elks Hall, 15 West 126th 5 Street, New York City. further 
advised in December 1918 that HAROLD z of the Lincoln 


Confidential informnt|___htatea that on December 11, 1948 HAROLD CRUZE 


was present at a dance given by the a) Worker" in the Penthouse Ballroom, : 
13 Astor Place, New York City. 


Confidential romani eia on January 18, 1949 that the subject 
was Treasurer of the Daily Worker Unit of the American ee Guild. 


NY 100-87332 
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Confidential Informant____ tated that the subject was in attendance 


and marched in the Communist Party sponsored May Day Parade in 1949 in New | 
York City. 


Confidential ere ig EE that HAROLD CRUZE attended the 


FAUL ROBESON Rally held on June 19, 1949 at the Rockland Palac | 
The subject, an employee of the "Daily Worker," advised 
hat he had recently completed a thi-ty-week course at the Je 


School of Social Science. 


* 


It is to be noted that during April 1944, New York Informan who 
is a reliable informant, sed that PAUL ROBESON was a Communist Party member 
under the name of JO OMAS. : 


Ee i 
It is further noted that the Jefferson School of Social Science appears 


on the Attorney General's list as an organisation coming within the PA 
of Executive Order No. 9835, b7D 
Confidential Informant | havisea on August 11, 1949 that a press 1 
release entitled "Forty Writers and Artists Lecture Court House Captain on | 
Democracy" had been prepared by the ‘riters and Artists Committee to Free the 
Three, protesting the jailing on contempt charges of HENRY WINSTON, GUS HALL, 
and GILBERT GREEN. It is noted that the above were three of the eleven 
Communist leaders. on trial for conspiracy to overthrow the Government of the 
United States by force and violence. The subject's name appeared as a signer 
to the above petition. 


An article in the "Daily Worker" of August 17, 1949, on page nine, es 
one, entitled "Free Winston Banners Ring Setroit Building" states in the second 
paragraph that 200 writers and artists y Ame demanded immediate freedom for 
HENRY WINSTON, GUS HALL and GILBERT GREE The subject's name appeared: as a 
signer to this petition. 

d 

Confidential Informant [of kńowa reliability, advised on November 23, 
1949 that the subject was one of the persons sending communications to the Judge 
protesting the trial of the eleven aati of the Communist Party. 


19 eż Lim: 
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Confidential InformantL__ladviged in November 199 that the subject 
was a feature writer for the "Daily Worker" and was a member of the Communist 
Party. 1 
It is to be noted that the subj get has had the following articles appe ar 
in the "Daily Worker" under his by-line: 


1 


Review of American Negro Theatre Production "Freight" on March 2, 1949; 
"China Changed My Mind" - Book Review - April 18, 1949; 
Review of Stage Production "Gayden" ~ May 17, 1949; 


Letter entitled "Bill Robinson — dhe Artist, the Individual" - ‘January 22; 
1950. | 


Confidential Informant] of knorm reliability, advised on April 17, 52 
1950 that HAROLD W. CRUSE was a member of the International Workers Order, 515 
Lodge No. 691, Harlem, New York City. ! 


It is to be noted that the International Workers Order is an organization 


Listed by the Attorney General as one coming within the purview of Executive 
Order No. 9835. 


t 
+ 


and all of known reliability, advise ey they were not aware of any . 


Communist Party activities of the subject. 
4 
MISCELLANEOUS | 


t 
i 


The records of the New York City Board of Elections reflected that in 
1948 the subject registered under the emblem of the American Labor Party. | 
In connection with the American Labor Party, the report of the Special Committee 
on Un-American Activities, House of Representatives, Seventy-ninth Congress, 
dated May 29, 1946, at Washington, D. C. reflects the following information: - | 

"2) Cited as a Communist front i the Special Committee on Un-American 
Activities, March 29, 1944 (Pages L9,77F, 153, 189)." 


The files of the Credit Bureau of | Greater New York as reviewed on May 8, 
1950 failed to reflect any information i lentifiable with the subject. 
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DESCRIPTION 


The following description of tae subject was obtained from the 
file of the Veteran's Administration: 


Name: HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was: Harold Cruse, H. , 
Cruse, H. W. Cruse, Harold Cruse, Harold We, 
Cruse, Harold Cruzi, Harold Wright 


\ 


Sex: Hale 

Race: Negro 

Born: March 12 „ 1916 at Petersburg, Virginia : 
Residence: 116 West 117th Street, spar ment six, New York City 
Heights 5˙ 10" ` | ; 
Weight: 155 lba; b 
Build: Medium | 

Hair: Black | 

Byes: Brown | 

Complexion: Dark | | | 
Occupation: Reporter L Lecturer 5 of the Press, Inc. 


Marital Sta tus: Single | O East Thirteenth Street) 


— 


Imed ia te Relatives: pałka . HANSON Shs, 116 West 117th Best 


46... Stepmother: FLORENCE ee West 117th S 
| 5 es 7th Street, 


= | Social Security: 122-1187 | 
i fray Serial No: 32012226. | 


.- PENDING- 
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AIMINISTRATIVE PAGE 


— — m 
i 
The birth records of the Bureau of Lsti for the State of 
Virginia as reviewed by Special dene fot the Richmond | 
Division on June 8, 1950. ct that the ‘subject's mother's name was listed ° 
in these records as KATIBWWRIGHT and the subject as illegimate with no 


father's name Listed. 


The files of_the Cre Bureau of Greater New York were reviewed by 
Special Employee | 


U 


The records of the New York Gi , s, Manhattan Borough, | 
were reviewed by Special Employee ' 


SIC 
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NEW YORK 
At New York, New York 
Will await Bureau decision concerning Form 122 submitted 


on subject. 


U 
4 


b2 
b7C 
b7D 
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CONFIDENTIAL INFORMANT PACE 


The Confidential Informants mentioned in the report of a] 
Jr., dated gig - 7 1950 at New York, Wew York, are as follows | 


Quarterly Report of | ka New York State Department of Libor 
as filed by Freedom of the Press Inc., 194 i 


ot 


| | = = City | l 


7 die of the Bureau of Special Services and 


Tnvesti ation 
3 New York City, as reviewed by 3 
on May h, 1950 | | 


\ 
i 
U 


— | i 
The records of G-2 aż reviewed by SI on day 8, 1950 
ntacted by SĄ 


on or about May 10, 1950 
| i 


ntacted by SA or about May 10, 1950 


otacted by SA on or about May 10, 1950 


ontacted by SA or about May 10, 1950 


contacted by SA pn or about May 10, 1950 


-= LS 7 : = 2 — — 2 . i ae 
AE ——, ~= 
¢ ey 2 
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| EE ia by 8. 
À | ay 10, > | 
( 125 
SE [—_Jeantactea by sj Jan or abot 

b2 May 10, 1.950. | Ę 

ve o wee w a 6 

b7D y 10, 1950 | 


i 
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: | SA who contacted subject! s place 
of employment under suitable pretext on July 14, 1950. 


| U. 8. are, New York City 
| as contacted | 
i 


| | 
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| 
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=~ STANDARD FORM NO. 64 EJ | l | a | | ae 
Office Memorandum 


A pe : Director, FBI (100- > DATE: May 1h, 1952 
: SAC, New York (100-87332) | 


--¢ `- 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


| Card U. T. D. A 
T: HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was. | A. A 
- SECURITY MATTER - C BA . 
70 . NT z 7 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


x The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: NS change only) SN. -Q 
NAME 
ALIASES | 
i 
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED _ ALIEN 


COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE, 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM X TAB FORCOMSAB x RACE SEX 


DATE OF BIH PLACE OF BIRTH 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing | concern and address) 
| 5 à | 


jr 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility Ligt) a 
mo 


"Served in Armed Forces World War Ti" z & 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS | 


L INFORMATION 
HE CONTAINED 


oo e oe n - 37074 B= 2 


„ HAY 151 ey 5 Sibert) 
He sub 4 : | a ENYV ` Wan 


| s 
FD-122 


NE . | | | © s 2-61) 
Office Memorandum : UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


| 


TO Director, FBI (100- | DATE: May 29, 1952 
FROM ASAC, New York (100-87332) 3 à 4 
SUBJECT: HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was. | * 5 
SECURITY MATTER - © | | Card U.T.D. 
ar | 4-/6-53 207 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual, | 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED| ALIEN w 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORERS PARTY | _ INDEPENDENT SOCÉRLIST LEAGUE _ 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) | . eta CAM 
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE 2 — S = 2) 
DATE OF BIRTH ` PLAGE OF BIRH © yc = 5 | 


= = * Lä 
BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address). A 2 i 


! 

— —— de ob 
+! ł 

we | 

| 


Unemployed | , — 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


JTS:mat po | "RECORDED Là et iP ž 70$42/ -3 | 


ES gilt 2 155 | 
+ 130/45 kaka arię | 


SAC, New York | 5 : zaron 19,: 198 
5 i SES, 4 
tm ; 1 
Sad Director; FRI : GT TE rL 
A HAROLD VPTCHT CRUST 
S © PURITY R = © | 
& | 
i SUCURITY Turerv np PROCRAŃ 


“LW YORK DIVISION * 
Reurlet Marc! 12, 1953. | 


| Authority is pay ted to ocnta:t auhfeat in : 

1 | accordance with the plan aquilineë on vape twe of your  : 
letter. In conduat ing ch s interview, you ahoulc he 
ruided by extating Bureau lnstructiens relotinr ta 
interviews with securiiy sphoicets. Advise Zuvca Po- 
suitse i 


za If the above Herve ozrnot bo conductcd 
within thirty days, the wreau should he furrished the 
reason why the contact hs not been rade and hon you 


ap€ieipate con“ unt'ng the inserv'eue aa 
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Office 8 UNITED STATES 88 E Aber 


Mr. Nichots ___ 


a Mr. Belmont „_ 
ro : Director, FBI i OV pare: 3/14/53 
Pub. From : SAC, New York 52 | 
an | 
SUBJECT: ee WRIGHT CRUSE, vas aoe i aoe © 


Mr. Winterrowd . 
| Tele. Room 
Mr. Holloman 


SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM 
NEW YORK DIVISION 


In connection with captioned program, subject IAP 
considered for interview as a potential security informant ~~ 
within this division. The following is set out for the Bune 


information: l a 

BACKGROUND: | p | 5 zł 3 M 
CRUSE was born_3/16/16 at Petersburg Va. He is single, 

a native born citizen of the negro race. 1885 is reported 


to have graduated. from the Haaren High 981 In 1936. From 
1946 to 1951. CRUSE was employed as à Librarian and in other 
capacities by Freedom of the Press Co., Inc., then publisher. 

of the "Daily Worker" and "The Worker". In 1952, subject was 
employed as a hospital attendant by, the Department of Hospitals, 
City of NY. Subject is presently reported to be unemployed. 

He resides at 203 West 14 St., NYC. 


COMMUNIST PARTY ACTIVITY: | EUSA FROCHESANĆ i 
A In May, 1947, subject was EA of five hundred delegates : 
who attended the first annual convention of the Communist | 
à. eterans of Ame ner's Arena, Washington, D À 
* — > 770, subjec | 
by ZE ETTIEM REPIOŃNSI Convention of the CP. In 1949 ! 
Nik jt was learned subject had completed a th course a ko 
* f Sch -S Science | 


P as employed as a Librarian 
at Freedom. at the | ee Ine ory publishers of the "Daily Worker" 
from 1946 to 1951. CRUSE. was also axcopy boy in that establish- 
ment, and later wrote feature zę for the "Daily Worker". 
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Letter to Director, 
NY 


p2 
57 


No information bas been developed to the effect that 
subject has defected from the CP. In 1952, CRUSE had some 
connection with the Chelsea Tenantg Council, an affiliate 
of the NY Tenant Welfare and Consumer Council, which has 
been neperted to be a Communist dominated organization. 


The subject is included in ‘the Security Index program 
in the NY Division. | 


PLAN_OF APPROACH: 


It is planned thet the subject will be approached in 
a direct manner by two Agents of the NY Division. The approach i 


will be made in a secure location away from the subject's resi- 
_dence. 


Bureau. authority is requested to interview CRUSE as | 
a potential ut informant, y 


775 
ne: 


> Ą = 5 sz — 
i 4 


— | FD-122 
m x (1-2551) - 


. 3 
Office Memor =M * UNITED PEE. PRO. E 


ro : Director, FBI (100-370842) DATE: 2/11/53 
4 FROM : SAC, New York (100-87332) | 


- SUBJECT: HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was; 
1 S. M. = C 


Gar 
3/5%s bę) 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual, 


X 
The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 
NAME 
ALIASES 
| — 
— — — ——ũ— a — ——B — 
z = Š 
GŁ 
NATIVE BORN NATURA LIZED ALIEN 5 © M. 
RZEPA ees — = 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCTALIST LEAGUE 
zai ÉD = ATES: SAS o — 2 = EEE 
= Fr 
MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) __ a on S 
TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB RACE SEX 
DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 


BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 


NATURE OF INDUSTRY OR BUSINESS (Specify from Vital Facility List) 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 203 W. sth St., N.Y., N. I. 


ar R ns Kt 1 TA p 
ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
SJG om | bit 
ie 


4 RI A a i : ` b te $ —— 
„ ' | „ 
Sa | | February 5, 1953 
2 
he a 
P In September 1952, the FBI furnished PD with a report dated 
> August 7, 1950, in the case of Harold «right Cruse, as the result : 
b7C of a name check. ‘The transnittal sheet bore the notation that the 
Hedquarters of the FBI, Washington, D. G, desired to be advised 
of the action taken based on the information supplied. 
It is requested that the FBI be informed that passport lo. 
724181 which wes issued to Cruse on August 29, 1952, and which has 
ag > never been used as a travel document was surrendered in liovember, | 
z 1952, by him, at the Department's request. 
mb | | | 
MGAV 2 | + 
sjal jt 
97 ję > waz PZ waż © 
— — etter. 3 * Ki 
| i "CT RECS AD | 
& 152 2 [038 
F130~Cruse, Harold Wright _ ) 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


CE 
Office Pr dum : dues STA’ 


TO 1 Director, FBI | 


VERNMENT 


DATE: 6/25/53 


ae 4 
FROMY : AC, NY BOYZ | Ba sk 4 
SUBJECT: HAROLD WRIGHT Akis | 
| SM-C 
SECURITY INFORMANT PROGRAM m 
NY DIVISION G.LR-5 


Rebulet 3/19/53. 


In connection with attempts to interview CRUSE, under 
captioned program, continuing efforts have been made in order to 
interview subject in accordance with Bureau instructions. 


Investigation conducted to date, plus surveillances and 
spot checks have failed to provide an opportunity to interview sub- 
ject alone or under full security conditions. 


| It is not felt, at this tine, that it is worthwhile to s 
expend further time and effort in an attempt to interview this sub- 
ject, therefore he is being removed from the PSI program for possible 
consideration in the future and will be replaced by another name, 
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t 
, 


Form No, 1 
THIS CASE ORIGINATEDAT NEW YORK 


REPORT MADE AT DATE 8 4 an FOR 77,812 
= : 12 
NEW YORK 8/19/54 me ad . 
TITLE . 3 19 CHARACTER OF CASE | | 
ie 2 
HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was . SECURITY HATTER = C 


A | 84 p 2 . . at 
SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | A * ; ? 
Subject resides 203 WN 14th St., NYC, Present employment un- 


known. Informants report subject's nams appeared on list 


which contains members and functionaries, 19 0; 
sent letter to 


1951; subscribed to "Jewis 

WINSTON sent letter to subject requesting he attend meeting | 
L/23/51; participated in May Day Parade, 1951. Subject wrote 
reviews for "Daily Worker", 1949-1951, Subject received pass- 
port 8/29/52 for travel to Europe which was returned to Pass- 
port Office unused in November, 1952. i 

i -= P - | - Bio 


J 
i 


DETAILS: All sources designated with a T symbol in this Sa 
report are of: known reliability unless other- b7D 
wise indicated. 


I. BACXGROUND 


Residence 


On November 12, 1952, advised that sub- i 
ject's new address was 203 West Lith Street, New York City, \ 


On ugus 195 | 
Avenue, New York City, remises 4 est 
D | | 


REG REC'D | ; 
COPIES DESTROYED me FOR, e | 
ae : Wy 
R472 MAR 28 196 3 a | | 
CRE (pp re — ! DO NOT WRITE IN THESÉ SPACES 
CL INFORMATION CONTASE ,. z 
HEREIN ISUN 2 U JB ka SRF -| [224 


COPIES OF THIS REPO) m E ei 
5 = Bureau 9 (M) as | 


|. 1054 


3 ~ New Yor 32) fee AU - - A s 2425 
COPY FE PO | 


ai re 
PROPERTY de FH nis? cen PORT AND iTS CONTENTS ARE ‘LOANED To yOU BY THE FBI AND ARE NOT 10 UE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE OF 
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AGENCY TO WHICH LQANED. 


u. Z. GOVERNMENT PRINTING pa 16-568255-3 


NY 100-87 332 


llth Street, advised that the sub ect had moved to the 
above residence 


t 


On July 7, 1954, C] of unknown reliability, 
büt who is in a position to furnish residence information 
regarding the subject, advisec that the subject continues 
to reside in an apartment at the top floor rear at 203 
West lhth Street, 


| 
| 


Enploynen nt | 
| On May 21, 1952,[L] of unknown reliability, 
but in a position to furnish employment information regard- 


ing the subject, advised that a subject was no longer 
cab late by the "Daily Worker", 


On November 12, 1952, ee 
ae oe of Personnel, Departnent of Hospitals, 


Worth Street, advised that the ubject was appointed as an 
hospital attendant on February 15. 1952 and worked at 
Hariem Hospital until October 27, 1952 when he resigned for 
aes reasons, 


/ 


On June 19, ro ana that in early 
1953 sub ject had stated he was attending a theatrical school 
ih order to obtain employment a$ an author and director. 
He also claimed to be doing some work in the theatre line, 
Informant was unable to further identify the school the sub- 
ject was attending or to elaborate on subject's theatrical 
mores 


r 


E 
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On July 7 ee supra, advised be bo- 
lieved subject is attending some school under the Ged 
‘Bill. The informant could fupni sh no further are en 
regarding this school, 


On July 19, 1954, L Jeovtsod that the sub- 
ject had been employed as a film technician at Sterling 

‘ Television Company, Incorporated, 205 East 43rd re 
‘New York City, as of May, 1953, 


On July 21, 1954, of koi moji. 


ability, but who is in a positi furnish information 


* 


regarding subject's employment, advised that the subject 
terminated his employment wi th Sterling Television Company, 
Incorporated in approximately' April, 1954. Informant. was 
„unable to furnish any current. on nt nd: for the sub Inet. 


i 


: Identification Record | 


The following is the identification 888 85 
of the subject as maintained in the files of the Identi- 


b? 


‘fication Division, Federal Bureau of Investigation, under, = 


FBI number 56330B: | 


,Contributor of Name and arrested or 


‘Fingerprints _ Number Received Charge Disposition 
“PD, Petersburg, neue 4/23/34 lare & 
Va. CREWS- | aslt pol 

FIBU : officer 

| | & B & E 

Arm ö HAROLD 3 4 2/41 
| WRIGHT NY, NY 

CRUSE 

#32012226 


‘Fingerprint Classification 
` | 


| 


13 M 27 W IMO 12 
M 11 w 010 


| NY 100-87332 | 
II. AFFILIATION wrz THE COMMUNIST PARTY MOVEMENT 


Communist Party Membership .| 


On June 20, 2950, [ furnishes a list of 
names and addresses, many of, whom, according to the inform- 
ant, were noted to be Communist Party members or Communist 


„ Party functionaries, The subject's name appeared on Fe. 

I List. | 

E In August, 1931, advised that the subject p2 
had written a letter t 


It is noted that the Jefferson School of 
Social Science has been designated by thé Attorney General 
of Ri United States pursuant, to Executiwe Order 10450, 


Regarding on March 25, 
vem advised that cer 


e which tem, it is the informant'ts im- 


5 ne ans a person is connected with the Communist 
‘Party underground. 


‘Evidence of Communist Part Sy athies 4 


' 
t 


"Jewish Life” 


\ 
Concerning "Jewish Life", the following 
‘appears in a booklet entitled, "Guide to Subversive Organi- 
zations and Publications", prepared and released by the 


Committee on Un- Ame ri can Act: _vities, United States House of 
Representatives, May li}, 1951. 


l 
= 
1 


52 
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ey a b- i 
E * 


"L. among gra E of the Communist 
press and publicatións.,! Published by the 
Morning Freiheit Association, Inc. 
(California Committee on Un-american 
Activities, Hé à 1948, pp. 49 and 225,). 


"2, A Canmunist International publication dis- 
tributed by the Cormunists! Progressive :Book 
Shop in Boston, Mass, | 
(Massachusetts House Comittee on Un-American — 
Activities, Reports 1938, p. 281,)* sk 


Corse on July 6, 1951 that the . 
was a subscriber to "Jewisn Life" from May 22, 1947 to 
May 22, 1948. 


Writings For the "Daily Worker" 


The "Daily ee is an East Coast émet 
daily newspaper, 


The "Daily = ań of March 2, 1949, „ % 


. reflects an article captioned "On State", reflecti 


letter on the American Negro: Theatre Production ef WPreight" 


<- written by the subject. me subject comment regarding this 


play as follows: "This play is devoid of progressive realism 
to the point of being reactijonary which is lamentable in 
view of the excellent acting, staging and directing," 


The "Daily Worker" for April 1h, 1949, page 11, 
column 1, reflects a review iof the book "China Des My 
Mind", which review was written by the subject. | 


The "Daily Worker" for May 17, 1949, page 12, 
column l, reflects an article captioned "On 'Stage', 
'tGayden' another play on a psycopath" written by the sub- 
ject. | 

The "Daily Worker" for October 31, 1950, page 
11, column 3, reflects a review of an Italian Motion picture 
"Plesk Will Surrender," This review was written by the 
sub ject, 


I 


"NY 100-87332 5 


EJ aż." 


| Subject commertd that the story "isn$t worth 
the efforts of a self-respect group of film artists 

„even of the right-wing vaMety. The theme is. archale, ideal- 
istic, its social value n1]%,. . | 


i The "Daily Worker" for March 23, 19 51, page 
10, column 3, reflects: an article entitled “People's :Bance 
‘Group Initiates Weekend Program’, mis article states that 
‘the People's Dance Group, 130.Weat 23rd Street, would spon- 
‘sor a series of Sunday dance ‘programs presenting young 
modern dances to the public,” fhe article also stated that 
as part of the group's educational program, a series) of | 
round-table discussions would be held led by HARO RUSE — 
dealing with Negro history andj culture. me discussions” ~ 
were to be held every Saturday from three to five P. . 


i The "Daily Worked" editions for March 30 
1951, page 10, columns one through five, and April 2, 1951, 
page 11, columns two through four, reflect a review of Pa 
MARK CONNELLY'S "Green Pastureś", written by the subject. 

c | v | idąc F 

` | The “Daily ra for February 13, 1952, 
age 8, column. 5, reflects an drticle entitled “Honor Heroes 
riday in Fight on Housing Biad”, mis article stated that 
various Negro families who had moved into previoulsy all 
white communities would be honored on the following Friday 
night by the Manhattan Tenants Council at the Orchid Room 
of Small's Paradise, 135th Street and 7th Avenue, New York 
City. mong those listed to . was one HaROLD 
USE of Greenwich Village. * r 


A 


| b2 
[___Jaavised the ee concerning the > 
subject on the dates indicate3:) >7D 


| 
| 
April 19, 1950 | 


i i Sub ject's name appears on a "Daily Worker" 
staff check list dated March 27) 1950 inviting all guild 
members of the "Daily Worker" to be present at a meeting 

‘ | 


NY 100-87332 


June 6, 1950 


Subject's name appeared on a "Daily Worker" 
staff committee list inviting members to a meeting to be 
held April 28, 1950 to hear a report by FRED FINE, 


August 10, 1950 | 


| | 

Subject made a donation to a fund sponsored 
by the editors of the "Daily Worker” to send Care päckages 
to imprisoned Greek Communis ; journalists, 


Regarding FRED FINE, it is noted that FRED 
FINE was one of the eleven leaders of the Communist Party, 
USA, who were convicted of a violation of the Smith Act in 


Federal District Court, Southern District of New York, 
aoi, 1949, 


On October 9, 1947, D Hévises Genes. Be 
subject, who he: identified as “a writer and lecturer for b7D 
the 'Daily Worker!" was present. at the Marxist Centenial 


Celebration held September 8, 1947 at Madison Square Gar- 
wod New York City. ; 


R 
U 


May Day Parade 


Concerning the Ma aj Day Parade, the following 
appears in a booklet entitled, (Guide to Subversive Organi- 


zations and Publications", prepared and released by the 


Committee on Un-american Activities, United States House of 
Representatives, May 14, 1951: 


EL 


` 


'The May Day Parade in: New York City is an 
annual mobilization of Communist strength. 
(Spəcial Committee on Un-American Activities, 
Report, March 29, 19h, p. 1794)" 


The United May Day ‘Committee has been designated 
5 the Attorney General of the . States pursuant to 
Exócutive Order 10450. | 


NY 100-87 332 | 


On February 25,łą9 95h, advised that the 

- subject had been a participant in the 1951 May Day Parade 
‘sponsored by the United May Day Committee and held in New 
"fork City on May 1, 1951. 


1 with Various nai 


The ton Workers Order has been 
‘designated by the Attorney General of the United States 
pienin to, Executive Order 10450. Cr 
On the dates ice [C laavisea of the 
. following activities of the subject in connection with the 
International Workers Order (THO). 


92 
December 2 12 9 
| 


Subject was a nember of IWO Lodge 691 during Bie 
. 1946. | 


February 21, 1950 


Subject re- -applied for de: in Iwo 
Lodge 691 on August 3, 1949. | 


+ 


Communist Party Associates 


una e to advise the signi icance of this meeting. 


It is noted that AUR WINSTON was one of the 
eleven Communist Party leaders who were convicted on a viola 
tión of the Smith act in Federel District Court, Southern 
District of New York, in ROR 1949. 


EOR TT OERE 


i 


lication 


Referral/Direct 
Passport 


—— — — . 
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Referral /Direct 
{ 


NY 100-87332 Referral /Di rece 


On July 12, 1954, | Jovisea he could 
| furnish no current information regarding the subject. 


: The records of the Credit Bureau of Greater 
New York, as reviewed by SE n July 15, 
,1954, contain no reference to the subject. 


[Jaavised on July 22, 1954 that the sub- 
ject opened an account at the Amalgamated Bank of New 
York on June 3, 1952. At the time the subject opened his 
idual as reference: 
New York City. 


Regarding dvised that 
LU e been a member o 6 Communist Party, 
Washington, P. ng the early 1940's. The informant 


indicated T naa come to Washington, D.C., from 
New York City in about 1940 to work at the Census Bureau, 


b/D 


| NY 100-87332 | 


According to the informant — not make much of 
| an attempt to keep his membership in the Communist Party 
a secret. 


— = 


[advised in January, 1946 that he had b2 


-ascertained t » not further identified, b7C 
| had contectedj Jos the Communist Party, USA b?D 
Headquarters and inquired regarding the requirements for 
, attendance at a political economy seminar, he desired to 
W Des men SC this individuel 
that he must have some education in iarxism and must be 
» interviewed, | 


— 


1 
i 
t l 
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ADMINTS PRA TIVE PAGE 


© INFORMANTS 


| Date of activity 
Identity and/or Description Date agent to Whom File and 
"of Source of Information , Received Furnished Location 
| | Residence, 1952 | 11/12/52 27 
Employment, 195: 7/19/5h Instant 
| report 
Residence and | 7/7/54 Tnstant 
employment, 1954 : report 
l 
3Ł,, NYC 
Pretext Employment, 1952  '5/21/52 100-87332- 
phone call 3h 
to "Daily | 
Worker" 
l 
Re Employment, 1954 7/21/5h Instant 
phone call | report 
to Sterling 
Television | 
Co» Inc, 1 
OX: 7-2520 
| i 
| = 2 4 


— — 


i — — 


NY 100-87 332 


INFORMANTS (Cont'd) 


I 


Identity 
of Source 


a | 
| 


AE Subscriber to 
( | “Jewish Life" 
i May, 1947 to 
| May, 1948 


| | Member IWO #691 
December, 1946 


Reapplied for 
membership, IWO 
#691, 8/3/49 


Name on "Daily 
i Worker" staff 
‘list. 


Date of Activity | 
and/or Description! Date 
of Information 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


Agent to Whom File and 


Received Furnished Location 

' 6/30/50 100-85800- 
3222 187690 
8/6/51 100-87332- 
| /6/5 > 

1/6/51 100-87 332- 
28 
(4/3/51 97-169 
(12/2 100-29 36- 
| 723/4 12855 

{ 

2/21/50 100-29 36-- 
1A645~-(18 ) 
| 4/19/50 97-169- 

| 2670 

| 6/6/50 97-169- 

i 827 2578 


NY 100-87332 NE 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 
INFORMANTS (Cont'd) | 


: Date of Activity 


Identity and/or Description Date Agent to. Whom File and 
of Source of Information | Received Furnished Location 
eee Contributed to | 8/10/50 97-169- 
"Daily Worker" 2716 
: Care package f 
| for Greek 
| |. Communist journd - 
1 | ists | 
x Attended Marxist, 10/9/47 100-26603- 
ae 4 Centenial, 9/18/h7 5894 
b7D | 
Used to Document 
| 
Participated in , 2/25/54 100-87 332= 
| May Day Parade, : 53 
1951 100-h71h2- 


18171 (photo 
9-F) 


is | | 
+= of Return of sub- 5/24/54 


Security, ject's passport 
‘of State, 

Washington, 

2 c, 


100-87332- 
55 


—— Z 


* | = f $ ~ | + 
POŁ 5 
. 
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| 
ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cont'd) 


: INFORMANTS (Cont'd) 


| Date of Activity | 
| Identity 


and/or Description Date Agent to Whom File and 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Location 
Negative . 7/12/54 Ins tant 
. report 
Health | 
‘Insurance | 
Plan | : 
Sub ject's bank 7/22/54, Tns tant 
account, 1952- | eport 
| 1954 | 
b7C 
1/16/46 ö b7D 
l 
MISCELLANEOUS 


: . It is noted that - 
ject as a reference in 1952, 

An amended FD-122 reflecting subject's employment 
status has been submitted. 


| At. New York, New York 


Will continue investigation to ascertain subject's 
present employment, | 


REFERENCE Report of SA ee York, 8/7/50. 


- 


+ 
W 


* En = $ 4 (5-11-53) 


Office Memorandum - | | UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


ro Director, FBI WS DATE: 8/10/54 
\ FROM : SAC, New York (100-€7332) ch LTD, 
| "0 | $-19- 34 AD 
SUBJECT: la WRIGHT CRUSE, was. 
M-C 


It is recommended that a Security Index Card be prepared on the 
above-captioned individual. 


X The Security Index Card on the captioned individual should be 
changed as follows: (Specify change only) 


ALI ASES 
7 4 
NATIVE BORN NATURALIZED ALIEN 
COMMUNIST SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY INDEPENDENT SOCIALIST LEAGUE 


MISCELLANEOUS (Specify) 


TAB FOR DETCOM TAB FOR COMSAB_ RACĘ SEX 

DATE OF BIRTH PLACE OF BIRTH 

BUSINESS ADDRESS (Show name of employing concern and address) 
| 2 w Y p „ść 


Unknown 


tt 


KEY FACILITY DATA: 
GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCE NUMBER | RES PONSIBILITY 


INTERESTED ACENCIES 


RESIDENCE ADDRESS 


t 


RM PEERAA © COMER: Ay RY, 
„ES CY EEE 


eee 0 


1 


Że 


pate 50214 
na WE 2 4-4 30 
saiahdyfa : 7 
3 à 
: RE 


* i 
* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Form No.1 
| ‘THIS CASE ORIGINATED AT NEW YORK 


| REPORT MADE AT RATE WHEN PERIOD FOR WHICH sue R B 
| | ne ron 1 


TITLE CHARACTER OF CASE l 
HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, wass | 
Harold Cruze, Harold Cruzi, SECURITY MATTER = © 4 
Harold Wright 


ee | | i 
| synopsis or Facts: Subject residing 203 West lth St., NYC and reportedly 
intermittently employed in radio industry, NYC, Subject previously 

employed by Veterans Administration, MU. 


| ZA 
| - 
| DETAILS: All informants used in this report are of known reliability . 
unless designated otherwise. | ; p or 
| i 2 * 
| BACKGROUND | EL 


I 


. 
4 A. Education 


w, another government agency which maintains personnel | 
| records, a ed that HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE attended the New Institute, i 
Incorporated for Film and Television, 29 Flatbush Avenue, Brooklyn 17, 
New York during 1951 and claimed prior attendance 1930 to 1934 at 
Peabody High School, Petersburg, Virginia and Fred Douglass High School, 


À New York City. 
b/D I 


previously mentioned, adyised that his records reflect that 
HAROLD WRI RUSE was employed for one and one-half years at the Young 
Men's Christian Association, 180 West 135th Street, New York City; was in 
military service, Army Serial Number 32 012 226, from March 20, 19h1 to | 
September 16, 19h 3 was librarian, Freedom of the Press, Incorporated, 50 
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East 13th Ste, New York City, 196-1951; and was employed by the Veterans’ 
Administration, 346 Broadway, New York City. 


RES Ernie 
= 2 432 —— 


of unknown reliability, but who is in a ES to know 
the subject's activities, advised that the subjeot is intermittently 


employed in radio industry in New York City but bas no regular employment. 


— that HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, 203 West Ihth Street, den 


York CI F, Was employed in 1953 as an addressograph operator, 315 Hudson = 
Street, New York City. — | 
Ce Residence ö an | 


| 


New York City, advise DE resides 


an apartment on the 1795 | 
floor rear at that address. 


= SE ; l To 
D. Status of Health ! os 5 w. 


previously mentioned, ż 6 that HAROLD CRUSE was receiv- ` 


ing a United States Government Disability check of $13.80 for flat feet, 
military service incurred, j 


| 
DESCRIPTION 


fi 


tn The following descrip 


tion of the subject was obtained from 
observation of the sibject by SA ormation furnished 
v| Pnd the records of the | 


ice on Division of ‘the FBI: 


SE. 
Name HAROLD WRIGHT |CRUSE . 4 
Aliases Harold Cruze, ole Cruzi , Harold Wight 
Sex Male | 4 
Race Negro su 8 
Born 3-12-16 at Petersburg, Virginia . 
Residence 203 West lhith St., New York City, New York 
Height 5t 108 
Weight 155 ibs. | 
Build Medium | 
Hair Black 
Eyes Brown 
- Complexion Dark 
Distinguishing 
characteristic mustache. , 
Occupation intermittently employed in radio industry, NIC 
| el status single’ 
| Ralatives Father, HANSON 5. Gals, 116 W. 7th Ste, NYC 
| Stepmother, FIORENG CHORGW, | | 
| Sd. Sec. + 134-22—1137 ; 
b Army Ser. # 32 012 226 | 
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| NY 100-87332 ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE | 


Date of Activity | Agent to File Number / 
| Identity And/or Description Date whom where 
of Source of Information Received Furnished Located i 


[| Education 113-54 Instant 
| Subject's File Employment | Report 
C 73261438, VA Health 


252 7th Ave. „NYC 


| tea on 
Employment 110-85 u u ID | 
SIĘ 
obo, ES . 
n : 
MISCELLANEOUS 


For the information of the St. Louis Office, it has been 
/reliably reported that HAROLD CRUSE spoke zt a meeting on August 10, 
1946 in New York City sponsored by the United Negro and Allied Veterans 
Annual Convention 
VE 7 U 


i s ettarivja 


of America organization; was a 


delegate at the First 
of the Comm Jetera arics ; Areng 
May 19 


attended 4 meeting of 
e UP celebrating the Marxist Cem al at Madison Square Garden, NYC 
-September 18, 1947; was employed 2-l-))9 as a copy boy by the "Daily Worker". 
„attended the Harlem Regional Convention of the CP at the Elks Club, 15 
West 126th St., NYC June 26 and 27, 1948; attended a "D'ily Worker sponsored 
dance at the Penthouse Ballroom, 13 Astor Place, NYC 12-11-18; was 
treasurer of the "Daily Worker" unit of the American Newspaper Guild, 
118-19; was a member of IWO Lodge 691, Herlem, Aro, u-17-50 and was 
librarian at the Freedom of the Press, Inc., publishers of the "Daily 
Worker", 1946-1951 and has written feature articles for the "Daily Worker"; 
subséribed to "Jewish life" from 5-22-17 to 5-22-18, 


f 


LEADS 


\ ST. LOUIS 
wa At 4300 Goodfellow Boulevard | 


og 8 | 
y Ÿ Will review the subject's military record, ASN 32 012 226, for 
ji * ; 


NY 100-87332 | 


ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (CONTINUED) 
LEADS (CONTINUED) 


background information and any subversive information. 


At Personnel Records Center, GSA, 172) Locust St., will obtain i 
the subject's personnel file reflecting employment with Veterans Adminis- | 


tration, New York City, and review for background information and 


determine if the subject executed a Lays „ty oath and the date the oath 
was executed, 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION? ® 


THIS CASEORIGINATEDAT NEW YORK b7C 


REPORT MADE AT 


ST. LOUIS, MO. 


PATE WHEN 279, FQR WE! ADE REPORT MADE BY 


9 C 


4/18/55 | 22,23; 78/85 


SW 


D 


CHARACTER OF CASE 


HAROLD-WRIGHT CRUSE, was, | 
Harold Cruze, Harold Cruzij NE SECURITY MATTER ~ © 
Harold Wright UA, | 


SYNOPSIS OF FACTS: | 7. ES 4, 
SĄ i Eo 3 tg 
Subject served in U. 8. Army from 3/12/41 to 9/16/45.| 
Received Honorable Discharge. Background and descriptive 
pdata set out. Records FRC, GSA, SLMO., indicate HAROLD W. 
“CRUSE employed by Veterans Admn, at New York, N. Y. uper- 
visors set out. Terminated by resignation. Additional 


background data set out: Signed loyalty affidavit 10/2/45 
and indicated loyalty on application dated 9/28/45. No 


| i photo contained in file. Born 3/8/16 at Petensb „ Va. 
NA AGENCY D eee’ 
| RUE DATE © ec ee 

j ; HOW FORW. RS ——" 
DETAILS: AT ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI jy eee 


A review on April 8, 1955 of the Army service 
record on file at the Adjutant General's Office, Military 
Personnel Records Center, World War II Unit, Department of the 
Army, for HAROLD WRIGHT CRISE, Army Serial No. 32 012 226, 
indicates that he was inducted into the U. S..Army on March 
12, 1941 and entered on active duty on March 20, 1941 at New 
York City. He was honorably discharged on September 16, 1945 
as a Technician Fourth Grade from the Separation Center at 
Fort George G. Neade, Maryland by reason of demobilization. 

No Reserve service indicated. He served two years, ten months 
and six days in foreign service in the European African Middle 
Eastern Theater and participated in the battles and campaigns 
of Algeria French Morocco and Rome-Arno, He was awarded the 
Good Conduct Medal, American Defense Medal, and the European 
African Middle Eastern Theater Medal with two Bronze Stars, 


“APPROVED AND 
__ FORWARDED: 
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| "ADP “4 r © 
3472 MA 28 163. „ PL comes 


GE | DO NOT WRITE IN ESE SPACES 
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5 - BUREAU (100-370842) (R, 14 n nee aie. 
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SL 100-15337 | 


His character sg] efficiency ratings ranged from 
unknown to excellent. Thare is no record of courts-martial 
or absence without leave. 


The following background and descriptive informa- 
tion is contained in the ecord: 


Date & Place of Birth March 8, 1916, Petersburg, Va. 


Height | t 10” 

Weight i 165 lbs. | 

Race ` Negro , i 

Hair i Black | 

Eyes Brown 

Build Medium 

Education leth Grade 

Civilian Occupation | Information Clerk 

Military Occupation | Chief Clerk : 

Addresses 718¼1 Ter Ave., Bronx, New York, 
| 9:R. Bank St., Petersburg, Va. 
| (1944); RAZA 


116 W. 117th St., Apt. 6, 2 
| York City 1946 ); j 2% 
| P. O. Box 65, eat Sta.” 
| New York 3, N. Y. (1949). 


Relatives À Father - 1 116 *. 
117th St., New York Ci y; ` 
| Grandmother - LELA B, CRUSE, 
| 849 E. Bank St., Pete sburg, Va. 


LDB # | 104 at Bronx, New York 
Order # q 
Vet. Adm. Claim £ C-7326438 ' , 


No photograph of subject was contained in the file. | 


The following investis 0% „Was conducted by kotów: 
Rypioyee $ 


On March 23: 1955; a review of the perso 
Pederal Records Center, General Services he personnel records, 
Louis, Missouri; for HARO W. CRUSE indicated that he wag ° 
employed on Qetèber 2, 1945 as a Detail Clerk with the Veterans 
Administration, New York Branch of Central Office, 346 Broadway 
New Tork, New York. - His supervisors at the Vete ini 6 
tion were 


3 
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eet Teele eld 
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SL 100-15337 | 


This employment was terminated on June 24, 1946 by reason 
of resignation, personal reasons, When questioned, he 
stated he was going to, school. 


The following ada: tional background information was 
contained in the file: 


Education Indicated four years of high 


school at an unspecified school. 


Employment Under this heading on application 


CRUSE indicated his Army service 
and stated he had temporary jobs 
of less than three months duration. 
These temporary jobs were not 
specifically set out. 


Address 108 - 116 W. 117th St., Apt. 6, 
New York, New York, 


- Student, | | 
ew You, New York. 
Wholesale Dairy 
Bronx, 


| a tation 
8 Naw York, 


Housewife, 


ronx, New Tork. 
i rtist. 


— . — TT 


References 


— —— 
. 


Arrest 8 On application for Sonde 


dated September 28, 1945, ae 
| admitted an arrest in 193) a 
Petersburg, Virginia for taking 
typewriter from a person. ‘In 
City Court of Petersburg, Va., 
he was placed on probation, 
Miscellaneous | Executed and signed Oath of Office 
: Affidavit and Declaration of 
Appointee October 2, 1945, Section 
B of nich is Affidavit Statement 
"Do further swear (or affirm) that 
I do not advocate, nor am I:a mem- 
| ber of any political party or 


ae 


SL 100-15337 


organization that advocates 


ie overthrow of the Government 


of the United States by foreé or violence; and that during 

= such time as I am an employee of the Federal Government, I 

| will not advocate nor become a member of any political party 
or organization that advocates the overthrow of the Govern- 

ment of the United States PR or violence, 


Subject also executed|and signed SF 


7, Application 


for Federal Employment, on September 28, 1945 which, under 
Item 17, answered No to question, "Do you advocate or have 


you ever advocated, 


or are you now or have you ever been a 


member of any organization that advocates the overthrow of 
the Government of the United States by force or violence?" 


file, 


- 1916 at Petersburg, 


There was no photograph of subject contained in the 


The date and place of birth were shown as March 8, 


Virginia. 
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| 
1oO0O Director, FBI (100-370842) > “DATE: 5/3155 | 
(EA : SAC, New York 100-873) za | 
UBJECT: HAROLD AE > i was | 
810 y | 

b7C Rerep of SA NY, 2/1/55. i 


| A e, re 
RM JA “RECORDED - 3 ke die 


63 ani 1. 


MAILED 20 


l- Subject resides 203 West. ae Ste, NYC, 'and: is employed 
intermittently in the radio industry, NYC. Subject is a member of the 
Negro race. | Er | 


2 =o 


2= Subject is unmarried. 


3- Subject reliably saa as speaker at a BA held on 
8/10/46, in NYC, sponsored by the! United Negro and Allied Veterans of! 
America: Organization; was a delegate at the First Annual Convention 0 
of the Communist Veterans of America, Turners Arena, Washington, D.C. 
in May, 1947; attended an executive meeting of the CP at the Pen Davis 
Club, 2315 Seventh Ave., NYC, 9/20/:73 ; attended a meeting of the CP 
celebrating the Marxist centennial at Madison Square, Garden, NYC, 
9/18/47; was employed 2/l4/h9, as à copy boy by the "Daily Worker"; ' ; 
attended the Harlem Regional Convention of the CP-at' the Elks Club, | 
15 West 126th St., NYC, 6/26 and 27/48; attended a "Daily Worker" | 
sponsored dance at the Penthouse | Ballroom, 13 Astor Place, NW, 
12/11/83; was treasurer of the ‘Daily Worker" unit of the American : 
Newspaper Guild, 1/18/49; was a member of IWO Lodge 691, Harlem,» NYC, | 
4/17/50; was Librarian at the Freedom of the Press, Ince, publishers | 
of the "Daily Worker", 1946-1951, and has written feature articles ` 


7 11 "Daily Worker"; subscribed to. — ROW from: 183 to 
5/22/48. 


u- Does not apply. 
5- No information available, 


6— No infornation available. 


à 
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Bureau author ity is ma to EE s" et: in. accords 


0 ce Memiindum e UNITED STATES ada 


sf 2 oe 


ance with existing instructions relating to interviews of security subjects. 


If this subject A cooperative, no affirmative steps will be taken during 


the initial, interview ta. direct hi activities, but a separate Communication 
will be’ directed to the arau setting forth the résults of the interview, 


and requesting piny 78 recontact the sibject as.a potential security: 


informant. 
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Paid bm 


„ryj 
r - PM 
0 UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


AT “Office “Menanda 


A „Śr 
TO + Director, FBI (100-3 08142) FE WEZ EYE AR. 


7775. 
z FT E : i 
RE" SAC, New York (100- ße een, pote! 7 575 ; | 
SUBJECT: HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was A ŻE” ` Ne ve / 
SM-C SE | 


Re N.Y. letter to pie Fa: 5/3/55. 7 


= tacted by SAS 
b7C j ! on 6/8/55 as he @ proached R 
ce. e appeared surprised but not nervous. After ascertain- 
lng his identity, subject was lapprised of the Agents identities and 
| „also of the fact they wished to talk to him. Subject agreed to talk 
ij to the Agents and accompanied them to a Bureau car, N at a 


discreet distance from his residence, 


CRUSE advised he was employed by the 1 1 STEVENS co. 


Clifton, New Jersey and left his residence at approximately 7 A.M., 


md returned to his residence at 6 P.M.. He advised he did net mind 


discussing his past activities in what he termed "The. Communi st 
Political Movement, but added be did nt wish to state whether or 
not he had ever been a CP member and denied any present CP member = 
ship or affiliation. He admitted „however, that he had att ended 
several meetings which he considered or "suspicioned" to.be GP 
meetings, He stated he considered these meetings to have been 
sponsored by the CP and attended by CP members because CP memb ership 
or sympathies with CP movement were necessary to be admitted to them. 
He advised also that BEN-DAVIS, Who had admitted CP. membership to wb ive 
/ {j him, was present at a goodly number of these. meetings. CRUSE! ad- 
{ vised he first became interested in"The Communist Political Mov ement" 
| while he was stationed at Camp George Meade in Maryland while; still 
in the U. 8. Army. He stated he met mother enlisted man, whos e name 
he could not recall, and they spoke at length concerning the rights | 
of Negroes in the Army and the U. S. md this individual interested 
him in the United Negro Veterans q£ America, He stated he considered 
N this his first contact with a 18 rach. sin this movement, SE 


a 

CRUSE advised he then 3 ned numerous organizations wih as 

Ÿ he Civil Rights Congress 1916, l Council on African Affairs 1948, 
american Labor Party Club 19485 and the Internationsl Workers Orders. 
1946 through 1949 or 1950. He stated he joined mahy of these organ- 

pizations because the fee was nominal and most of the people hej wa 8 

then associating with joined these organizations. also. CRUSE added | 
that to the best of his knowledge he Id nc eber, attend any meetings 


f the Civil Rights Congress md o Op ito the „ t tonat Wor kers 
@rder for the health insurance vias ie it offered, 


| : ; ko: "(100=9k014) , , erat 2 27 2 Fe 7 zda fb } M 
| TT en 
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B ê- | 
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Lotte: ‘toy. rs ter | 
N. 1. $ 09 | 
R ‘ 
CRUSE advised he had atterdéd sejeral — athe Ben 
David Club of the GP and also at t He Lincoln Douglas Club of the 
cP in New, York City. He added he attended a training school | 
sponsored, by the CP in 1948 or a part of 1949 . He stated 
this |school wes held both at the Jafferson School of Sœ 1al.-fcience 


and in a hall on Astor Place, both la in NYC, He statgd this 
coursé. was based on the Negro RE in the U, 8. and was’ made up 


of different classes, CRUSE advised he was interested inwhat he 

could! accomplish’ for his race and t the time he was active in 

"The [Political Movement", it was nis: belief the CP was the only orgen- 
ization helping to further these in erests. He advised he worked for 
the "Daily Worker" and the Freedom of the Press from Loe tą 1951 and 

he obtained this position through the intercession of N. V. 
(ph) not further identified, whom he believed tobe a CP. P member. CRUSE 
stated he was also a member of the "Daily Worker" unit of of the American 
Newspap er Guild but was not an officer at any time. 


FVV tea on . 71% 
subject was treasurer of the Dai zy her ker unit of the American 
Newspaper. Guild, ` ; | 


CRUSE stated he went to Washington, D, 6. to picket Congress 
in 1950 with one of. the "Committees |to Save WILLIE McGEE" and also 
attended a. Progressive Party Convention in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
in 1948 | but did not ever Join the Progressive Party or attend any of b2 
its À de ZE x 


| CRUSE stated that in 1950 he began to realize that the CP was 
not helping and could not. help the Negro race and he began to dis- 
associate himself with the wo a the individuals connected with 
it. IE i : 
Í. CRUSE advised he still meets rer occasionally who he 
suspects are still in the Party but added he did not wish to reveal 
their names or the names of past asspciates, as he had made up his 
mind in this matter "when I got out pf the Party." It was pointed 
out to; the “subject that he again had a chance tos erve his country 
and iti |was ‘his duty to reveal the names of these individuals who may 
at some time do the U. S. great harm; Subject howevdr, seemed to 
have some mental reservations about being labeled an informer. 


SE „at this -point in the interview, stated he had recently 
in a store in lower Manhattan and Cookea 
ten years oldeithan he actually was and seemed to be nervous, sus- 
picious « of 5 and completely mixed up. CRUSE advised he had 
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Letter to Director 
NY i 7 85 


| CRUSE nai cated he was a quie person md was wary of furnish- 
ing the names of former associates for fear of this disclosure be- 
coming known and then he would be bothered by investigators for 
different committees, etc. He was advised that any information he 
furnished the Bureau. concerning other individuals would be maintained 
in strictest confidence and would not be disclosedat any time with- 
out his consent. 


l CRUSE was Aer T P concerning his refusal to sign a loyalty 
oath in connection with his request for a passport in 1952, He | 
state that at the time he requested this passport he wanted to Leave 
all of hisyassociates and the "CP Political Mow ement” and thought go- 
ing to! school in mother country would be a good excuse for severing 
his relationships, ` He advised he was not actually against signing 

a loyalty oath and would not be against signing one at this time, 
should it, ever be requested, but he Was mad at the State Department 
for believing he was going to use his passport to further CP aims. 

He added he realizes now the State Department had every reason to 
believe he had an ulterior motive in requesting a passpart in view 

of his} previous. action in regard ne . 


aa she; interview was concluded subject advised he would 
not mind being recontacted at a later date concerning matters with 
which he was formórly connected, but pequested he be contacted by the 
RE peente ARE not * any specific reason for this 


| 


It should b e ntal subject was very 8 4 1 and appeared to 

o cooperate but had some ment reservations about being labeled 
an informer. However, it is believed if the subject is recontacted 
and his ‘complete confidence gained he will-eventually become complete- 
1y cooperative and may in time consent to become active if feasible, 


RZE of the above facts UACB the New York Office will re- 
contact the subject within thirty days from the date of this letter 
in an attempt to gain his complete confidence and obtain additional 
information'w ith the view to developing him as a PSI in the future 
1 deemed advisable by the Bureau. o attempt willbe made at this 
time t6 develop. subject as a PSI and the results of the interview 
will be furnished the Bureau and Buréau VV requested 
before/he 1s ee 


| 


r 3 


Lettel. to ‘Director 
NY 100-87332 
5 
h 1 SA 
_* Inasmuch as subject was coc 


l n 
belisyed he may be developed as a PSI and possibly once again be- 


come active in the CP, a report i tel | 

setting out the results of the : s not being submitted at this time 
fa abri o ntenview which h 

in this lettér, However, after subs „„ 


er mt 10 equent cont acts with the subject 
a ia will be submitted setting forth all pertinent aa i 
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"Office Menn fan dum e UNITED 
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STATES GOVERNMENT 


To 1 Director, FBI oj a pare: 8/3/55 | 
i : SAC, New York (100-87332) — Frs | 
| | 4) +. 2h Lut i 75 7 k i | ff 
SUBJECT: HAROLD WRIGHT Ks, was 7 / _ p. ef as 
| SM. 0 — tt, J ere AL 
| 7 pi cet Ol. | | AA. 
Re SAC letter 55-30, 4/12/55. Op ape 
security l 


Succinct Resume of Case | 


| LED 
In the SZAT à issue of the "Daily Worker" SiE: NOEL wee 


column five, an article, entitled "Communist Vets Meet in CapitolfUG 15 195 
Today" states. HAROLD | was jone of five hundred delegates to 
attend the first annual c convention of the Communist Veterans of 
America, which met in Turner's Arena in Washington, D.C, This 


meeting was called by ROBERT THOMPSON, New York State Chairman 
of the CP, | 


i | | > | 
b2 7: 3 — has furnished reliable information in the 
be past, a se 947-1949. that subject: was a writer and lecturer 
for the "Daily iw ; was present at the Marxist Centennis 
t ison S Garde 


completed a thrity week course at the Jefferson School of Social 
Science 1949, Informant advised on 10/30/48 he was of the opinion 
e subject may be inclined to be dangerous in the event of a: 
national. emergency b ecause of his fanatical support of the . | 
Communist Program. | p wae 


| 
À i 
— 1 has re shed reliable information in the 
À wię PE vise 9 and 1951-that.subject: was treasurer of 


the "Daily Worker" Unit of the American Newspa 


5 Je ame 8t which, N te the informe, | 
03 meted to be CP eioi or GF. functionaries, ie 


— 5 has 8 Yo} reliable. informat in an the 


,RECOGDED - 34 2 Go- EZ 
MATTON ue | 


~ 


“A 
PAT 
Fous. 


RM e f 


dk LOWA 


. ie, i 3 A RE my x z om ` 5 = . = Ga > oo T = i e . ! 


à i 


i 
i 
i 
J 
| 
TZ 5 NE SE. 
Letter to Director + ża | 
NY 100-87332 z >. 4 
past, advised on 2/25/5 the subject was a | participant : m the 
1951 May Day Parade sponsored | by the United May Day Conimittge 
( jA held in New York City on p/1/55 3 i | 4 
3 Subject interviewed 6/8/55 and admitted he attended 
several meetings closed to anyone not a CP member or sympathetic / 
to CP cause 1946-1951 when he "left the Party". Subject ad- 
mitted working for the "Daily|Worker", attending Marxist Cen- 
tennial celebration, Joining Civil Rights Congress, Joining 
Council on African Affairs, and writing articles for the "Daily 
Worker". Subject was. cooperative to some extent but failed to 
furnish names of any former associates or individuals he knew 
or considered to be CP members. j 
© f 


Recommendation | b n Ai 
z: Delete from SI, J e ių sis . + A 
Sub ject by his own admission "jeft the Party 10. 1951" 
which of course, indicated he|was a member until that time. | 
However, there is no information available indicating subversive 
activity on the part of the subject since 1951, Although it is 
realized subject, by. being a CP member as of 1951, would 1 
ordinarily be retained on the | SI, in view of the fact sub ject was 
cooperative when interviewed and it is believed he may prove more 


cooperative at future interviews, subject is being recommended for 
deletion from the SI, | 


Detcom Tabbing | | E „ À 


| is ee 4 
1) Sub ject 18 prażently tabbed for Detcom and! icondab, 


2) Subject has. not Deen approved ta Det e om tabbing 
under the new criteria.in Sac letter 55-12 (A), and security | Index 
cards have not been received from the Bureau a the stamp 
*Detcom" in large red letters! git 4 A 


4 d 
3) Sub ject veins recommended for deletion from 81. 
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STANDARD FORM No. 64 


- Office MemŚundum 


* UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Ra 
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DATE: 


TO : 5. +! 
A Director, FBI (200-370842) 8/17 755 
OM | , | 
Ą SAC, New York (100 75 ATTENTION: IDENTIFICATION 
SUBJECT: = | 7 | 
HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was u HL. ft 
SM-C ¢ * | 
j Re New York letter to Bureau dated 8/3/55 | . 


By above relet, Shean authorized cancelling the 
Security Index cards formerly maintained for this subject at: 
New York. 


| 

It is therefore requested that the Security Flash , 
formerly placed for os „subject in favor of the New York Office 
under FBI No, 56 3 | now be cancelled, 
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Aemorandum, . UNITED STATES 


+ 


a 


Director, PBI (100-370842) | cum 3455 


902 FROM : SAC, New York 400-8732) | + Owy ai „R 4 

SUBJECT .. AROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was Elta TO à à 

Ba / Se SM Ge n | e | 
PA Rerep SA 9/15 /55, NY, and | \ 

we NYlet to Direct . E ESA 


Enclosed are four copies of the report of SA 
9/15 /55, NY ‘ ors” i NIE 
yy e EM. a 
| ger. lettef advised that the subject would 
be recontacted unless advised to the contrary by the Bureau, 
to obtain additional information from the subject. In the | 
absence of instructions from ſthe Bureau that the subject 


could not be recontacted, th subject was mcontact 


3 


July 13, 1955 an i 1955, by SAS 
and | : 
ubject : i 


323 Bic 

to name any of 
ass as =m advise that he knew :  ; 
ee Ne PTS 
— OISE Sir ap BJ (Pe ea 
He said he did not know thess Individuals to be CP members 
| although he thought they were) members of the CP. or he would : 
t not have been invited to their apartment inasmuch as he. is a 
y.. Negro and they are members A= white race. AE 


À 


zised he — who is rese itly 
and is missing ated that had J 
= ! 


On the earlier date the/still refused j 


good many years and it was his belief 

is a "plodder" in the movement. and thoroughly f 

imbued with the CP line.“ He added that he never attended A yi 

any meetings with but to the best of ‘his récollecti oni f: 
b7C had told him of his CP dffiliattons, 1 | 
y- On 8/18/55, CRUSE advided that he held the title, 1 
~ „of Educational Director of the Lincoln Douglas Club, CP, USA; 
. € P 8 a wa ei 
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Letter. to Hinector | | 
NY, 100- 07332, ! | | 
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during: "1947 48, but was not very active in this roll. He 
added that the members seemed io think that he was a 
"real. intellectual" and followed him fairly closely, 
rather than follow the leaders f the club. He stated 
that he heard this dissension caused concern among 

the’ higher echelon. of the Party but he did not ever near 
wi żar spoken of openly. 
| ; In August 18, 1955, CRUSE still appeared to be 
cooperative but advised he did not wish to name any of 
his associates as he had been out of the Party for 
approximately four years and could not state if any of 
these: ‘individuals. were still members. 


8 ` During the course of this tentes it was 
learned that the subject is presently in the process of 
writing a book on Negro history, |and intended to 
include ‘some statements regarding the treatment of Negroes 
in’ the ‘CP. 

i It should be noted S that the subject 
deciineä to furnish a signed statement and stated he was 


not willing to testify to any ini ormation furnished by him 
at Jahy time, | l 


2 8 Although the subject appeared to be cooperative 
and Sincere and apparently furnished complete information 
concerning his CP activities, in view of the fact that 

he has steadfastly refused to: name any of his'CP 
associates and is presantly writing a book, it is 
believed that further contact with this subject, or | 
attempts to develop him as a PSI (would not be profitable 
and could possibly cause embarrassment to the Bureau 

were : ‘he to include the contents these contacts in 

the above-mentioned book. | 
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REPORT MADE AT iy | Bare eee 


{ aga j A 
PERLOD FOF: WHICH MADE REPORT MADE BY 


| new Só kaś 19/15/55 A -| OS fm). 
) TITLE | | 3 * ; CHARACTER OF CASE is 
y HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE, was SECURITY MATTER - C 


s A | 
fh i 
da RE? "HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE was interviewed on 6/8/55, 
Bo. 7/13/55,and 8/18/55,and advised: he was Educational 
Director of the Lincoln Douglas Club, CP, USA, 1947-1948; 
he was a member. of the ALP Club; Civil Rights Congress, 
Council on African Affairs in 1948, and IWO, 1946 to 1949, 
but did not attend meetings of these organizations; he 
attended a course for CP leaders at the Jefferson School 
of Social Science, 1948 or 1949;| he was an associate of 


BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, JR. 
| AGENCY 
i a ' DATE FORN. F 


BA 25 = 0 - HOW FORW. 
EK BY 


I BACKGRO 


a) (Birth Data | | 


| ©. 4 HAROLD WRIGHT 
he |was born March 8,1 


JSE advised on June 8,1955,that 

at Petersburg, Virginia. He stated 
(CRUSE and he did not know his mother, 

im told about her. 


ee he had 
b) Residence 


| 
HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE advised on June 8, 1955, 
that he ‘resides on the top floor of the apartment building 
located at 203 West 14th Street, New York City. 
COPIES Do. | 
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c) Employment 


HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE advised on June 8, 1955, 
that he vas employed by the Fisher Stevens ieee 
exact address unknown, Clifton, New Jersey. ' 
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CRUSE also ańribać on June 8, 1955, that tis was 
employed by the "Daily Worker" and the Freedom of the. | 
Press from 1946 to 1951. i | 


It should be no ki that the "Daily Worker" wast 
an East Coast Commndst daily newspaper,and the. Freedom | 
of the Press is the- ana cad of the "Daily Worker". > A 


II. AFFILIATION KUKE Hee en, - © 


a) Communist Party pzm Te 


On June 8, 1955, July 13, 1955, ‘and — 


T CRUSE was inter BTC 
and p. 2 
advise irst ecame in erested in the "Communist 


Political toi „while jhe was stationed at Camp 
George Meade in Maryland, |wrile in the United states 
Army. He stated that he met another enlisted man, 
whose name he could not recall, and they spoke at 4 


a — 


concerning the rights of Negroes in the Army of the 


United States, and this individual interested him in 
the United Negro and Allied Veterans of America. He 
added he considered this 1s first contact with a person, 
in this movement. | * i 
WE 
It should be noted that the United Negro 
and Allied Veterans of America has been cited by the = 
Attorney General of the United States pugnant: to Executive 
order 10450. | R 4 
On June 8, 1955,| CRUSE would not admit ee 4 
membership in the Comunist Party, but denied any present 
Communist Party on affiliation. He admitted, 
however, that he 72 > "suspicioned" several = 


> 


* 
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| he 100- 87332 


RE which he had attenied to be Communist Party 
meetings. He stated that he consideréd'these meetings to 
have been sponsored by. the Communist Party and attended by 
Communist. Party members, becauße membership in the Communist 
party or sympathies in Tavor of their policies nere 
dk ci to gain admittance ti these SARE MEN ) 


p on August 18, 1955, | che subject stated that he 
Was ‘Educational Director of the Lincoln Douglas clipes 
Communist Party, USA, during 1947-1948, exąct dates not 
recalled. He stated that he was not actually in a Feader- 


ship capacity, but that there was a good deal of friction 


in N club, and a 15994 many of the. members Sune pee 5 


Hi TEA haber Party Club (Au 

„ Civil Rights Congress (CRC) 

i ie Council on African Affairs (COAA 

International Workers Order (AND), 
progressive Party (PP) 


Tt should be noted lac the CRC, con, and the 

two Ha been. cited by the Attorney General ol the United 

States pursuant to Executive Order 10450. . 
who has furnished reliable information in 

lis past, vised on September 9, 1954, that from the 

time ‘of its inception in 1936, there existed within the 

American Labor Party a armen for power among three b2 

groups. These were the Communist Party, the Socialist. Oe 

Party, and the Social Democrats. By the early 1940's, the 7 

Communist Party emerged as the jcontrolling force within. N 

the American Labor Party in the major industrial areas. 

in New York State. Generally these were the areas 

around Albany, Buffalo, Jamestown, Rochester, Schenectady, 

yracuse, Troy; the Hudson River Valley, Columbia, Dutchess, 

assau, and Westchester Counties, and New York City, with 

the 2 exception of Brooklyn. C [rew this situation to 
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continue up until at least 10. The e Labor „ 
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never developed into an organization of any: real consequence 
in the nosndustrial areas of New York state. ei. ch 


who has furnished reliable infrmetion ih oi 


the past, advised on May 9, 1955, that the Commnist 
Party tođay, as in the past, through its members in key 


force that controls it. 


The National commi tee, Communist "Fasty, USA, 
in issuing its final text on|the "Resolution Growing 
Out of the Presidential Elections" in "Political Af fairs“, 
issue of July, 1953, stated in substance that in 19h48! : 
the Commnist Party helped stimlate the formation of * 
the Progressive Party and correctly supported he. 


Progressive Party through the 


LE 3 
It then states:"However, the mistake our party 4 
made was to confuse its task with the historic task of fort 


4 

| 

i 

| 

positions in the American Labor Party, constitutes "iej i 
i 

| 


1952 Elections. To 


ing a new mass party of the people. A8 a consequence there 


existed the wrong estimate that the formation of the Pro- 
ething more than the simple. = 


emergence of an important fighting force for peace; that 
it should be the emergence of a great mass. peoples party”, 


gressive Party should be so 


h 


ti { 
As a result of this reasoning, it concluded , a 


other progressive forces " 
front coalition". 


that the Progressive ross tusk Communist Party, and |; 


st unite in a broad mass 


225 


HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE advised he joined the ALP `) 


Club in 1948, the CRC in 1948, the COAA in > 2 and the: 


TWO in 1946 through 1949. 


CRUSE advised he joined many of dost, organiza” 


tions because the initial fée was nominal and most of 
the people he was then associated with also joined these 


organizations. 


| 
He added that to the best of his knowledge 
he did not ever attend any mestings of the CRC or the. | 


and he joined the Iwo for the health insurance. benefits 


it offered. | 
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CRUSE advised he attended a ED 3 Party 
Gomanvion, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, in 1948, but 
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RE Knowledge “of Aims and 3 of the Communist Par tz 


me Jefferson School of Social Science has 
"been cited by the Attorney General of the United States 
1 to Executive Order nen 
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CRUSE advised on rune 8, 1955, that he attended 
a training school for Commnist Party leaders, sponsored 
by the Communist Party, in 1948, or the early part of 
1949. He stated that this school was held both at the 
Jefferson School of Social Science and in a meeting hall 
located on Astor, Place, exact address unknown, both 
located in New York City. Hej advised that it was never 
openly. stated that the Communist Party intended to 
overthrow thé Government of the United States by force 
or violence, ‘but it was implied and it was his belief 
: all members of the Communist Party attending this school 
were aware of. this fact. | 
a Communist. Party Associates 
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HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE advised on June 8, 1955, 
that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Jr. was well known to him and 
had ALE him that he S a mer of the Communist Party. 


CZYT 


— — — 


ie Tt should be Hated that BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Jr. 
| was one of the Communist leaders convicted on October 
'14,.1949, for violation of the Smith Act in 1940, in 

| Federal District Court, = District of New York. 
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III. MISCELLANEOUS 


je, . The subject AE on June 8, 1955, that when 
‘he refused to sign a loyalty oath in connection with ob- 

i taining a passport in 1952, he did not refuse to sign this 
oath because. of the fact SA 7 did not subscribe to its 


poka | 
i * 


re = 


did not join the Progressive Party or attend any of its meet- 
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ais but merely because the State Department was in- 


.ferring that he wanted the passport for reasons other 
„than he had stated. He stated that at the time he 


requested this passport he wanted to leave all his 
associates in the "Comminist ‘Party Political Movement", 
and thought that going to school in another country 


poala bə a good reason for severing his relationships. 


p 1 He added he realized now that the State 
Department had every reason to believe he had an 
ulterior motive in requesting a passport in view of his 
previous. actions in connect sid is with the Commnist Party. 


m | Ae 156 added inat he would be glad to sign 


a loyalty oath at any time in the future if he were 
ever called upon to do so. 
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„AEORMANTŚ Date of Activity | 


Identity And/or Description Date 
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* | ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE 
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j of Source of Information 
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Documentation óf ALP 


(request 
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sie" sources; must be concealed. 


; REFERENCES Report of SA 
NE NY. letter to Director, 
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Agent to File Number 
whom where 
Furnished Located 


source concealed and T symbols were utilized in the 


| 8 careful consideration has been given to each 
| report only in those instances where the identities of 


2/4/55, NY. 


s 
G 


SAC, New Fork (1006-87322) 


December ©, 1956 
0 . Dé ee FBI (100-370342) ; 4 
| 
12 | 
3 HAROLD ZEIGT Pun 
f SECURITY MATTED « | 
à | Ca 
= Reurlet Hovember| 25, 1956, SR 
i Authority granted, a Sr 
| This interview chould be conducted in © 
3 such a fashion that this subject willi have no Św | 
| esto for using his relatidnchip with the Burecu ~ cz 
„es a means for selling his book or in any other > 
| fashion waich ia not in thd interests of this = 
, Bureau. 
i 
: During the course c? your interview with 
Cue you should take particular paina so as not 
©  £o dteclose your source of information or any 
investigative technique. 5 
6 | i i 
| FA 
| 9» 37 il 
YELLOW: 1? 
i Subject has been previously interviewed on 
several occasions in 1955 and 1956, He has cooperated 
. and on the last interview, 4/12/56, named approximately 
12 individuals known to him as CP members during his 
period of membership, 1947-1952, New York desires to 
be interview him concerning information received from 
b7D 


Tolson 
Nichols 
Boardman —— 
Belmont 


Nease 


Winterrowd =p 


Tele. Room __ 
Molloman __ 
Gindy 


— — —— — 
——ů— 1k ö — — — e 2 —— — — 


eeling that Cruse could elaborate on the 


significance of the information from this highly confidential 


_ source, On the occasion of the last interview with Cruse, Crise 


the book, while fictional, 


be based on his experiences 
in the CP. 


Subject removed| from SI 8/15/55. Subject! 


/ 


stated he was at that on et a book. He rper ienee that 
o 


employment has been that of clerk, hospital attendant. ~~ 


l 

He has been employed by the| "Daily Worker.” He was a 

| writer and lecturer as of 1950. 
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Are Manna - « UNITED zd. GOVERNMENT ; 


af 


ro i 1 DIRECTOR, FBI e DATE: 11/26/56 5 . 
5 i * g 
=. ja SAC, NEW YORK _(100.87332) | 
SUBJECT: | EX WRIGHT CRUSE „ (WAS. 
b AEC 8 


. New York 2 Sub' ak 


7 ns BY letter to the Piresbor 9/15/55. 


FA HAROLD intant pt has been. = doc ri of | 8 
secur y ype estigation in the MO. was in 

Viewed by Special Agents of a NYO on 6/6/55 at whioh — 
time he discussed his CP affiliations. subject 

at the time of contact was eordial and cooperative, 

He was subsequently deleted from the SI under the, 

security index review progran, |. 


„| The subject was recohtacted by Agents of the 


NYO on July 13, 1955 and 8/18/55 at which time he again 
was cooperative but refused bo furnish the identities 
of individuals he. had known during his period of 
activity in the CP, / | 

i The subject was last, contacted on April 12, PD 
1956 ‘at which tine he was again cooperative and supplie © 


. the NYO with the names of approximately 12 individuals 


whom he knew ‘as CP members ng his period of CP 
membership 1947-1952, 


| - : A — 9/19 56, | 

to furnish reliz b2 
maintained |. 

as Harlem Reg on ni 
available information wh: epilation iD a 


, 5 | z 
of 1951. CP membership registra śm data. It sM 
noted that this information lists 35 individuals by 
full name together with sufficient background information 
for accurate identification, Contained in this listing 
of 35 individuals is the name Harold Cruz” who is 
believed to be identical with he subject.” 
j Ba a 
3 a In view of the subject's past record of 

epebatióna with this Bureau,| it is felt that sia pr 
with him at this time would more accurately det 
the nature of * information re — 
. P oy a AN M - 
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8 (100-370842 
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it is believed that additional pertinent information 
concerning CP activity may be obtained concerning the 
34 individuals mentioned in wes material, 

l However, it is noted that in the contact with 
CRUSE, had on April 12, 1956, CRUSE stated that he was 
at that time writing a book, ‘The subject indicated 
that the book while fictional would be based on his 
qzperiences in the CP, | 


In view of the above information, Bureau 
authority 18 requested to contact CRUSE in an effort 
amplify the information furnished by 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


| 
| 
Office pp. NIMA « UNITED STATES corner 
| 
| 
) DATE: 1/21/57 | W 


TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (100-370842 


Denon SAC, New vork (100-87332). | 
| 2 | | 
= SUBJECT: HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE | w. A | 
SM=C | | 
ReBulet to NY 12/10/56, | | | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


s interviewed by § sas[ ena 
nn E 
The subject was contactediat his home and was advised 
of the identities of the Agents. The subject stated that he 
did not desire to have any further contact with representatives 
of this Bureau, CRUSE said that he had given considerable | | 
thought to his position with regard to his prior affiliations, : 


and that he felt that he could not personally gain by cooperating 
with representatives of the Federal Government. CRUSE added “that 
inasmuch as he could see no opportunity for personal gain by 
speaking with Agents of this Bureau, that he desired to have pd 


further contact with them, ! 


The subject was reminded òf his responsibilities as a | 
citizen of the mited states to cooperate with Federal authorities, 


/ The subject reiterated that in view of the fact that he did not see where 
he could gain personally by speaking to this Bureau, he would 

bo refuse to do so at this time and, at any time in the future, . | 

2 : 

97 In connection with the subjectts actions at the time of 

b7D contact, it should be noted a = has furnished | 
reliable information in the past; 


12/17/56 that the | 
informant had attended the evening performance Q i ! 
"candida" g à Mg i pede tiani aa aa 


The informant stated 
S TASATYS at that time was the 


S 


| 
| | „| 
In view of the above, it i not anticipated that the w 


subject will be recontacted, 


| 
| 
This matter is being placed in a Closed status in she g 0. 
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DATE: May 1, 1968 =. LAYS 


TO : Mr. W. C. Sulliva 


Sullivan 
Tavel 
Trotter 
Tele. Room 
Holmes 
Gandy asco 


> 
SUBJECT: BOOK REVIEW: THE’ CRISIS OF THE y PTE di 
JNEGRO INTELLECTUAL" BY HAROLD CRUSE 7 
RACIAL MATTER ö A ) p 


Captioned book was reviewed for background material 


concerning the racial situation in America. 
ZEE | sn 
© 


Harold Cruse is a Negro who was born in Petersburg, 
Virginia, according to a note about the author in captioned book. 
He was raised in Virginia and New York City and has been a critic A 


FROM 


and writer since the end of World War II. This is his first book. / 
Bureau files show that a Harold Cruse, born in Petersburg, Va., 

b7C residing in New York City, and employed as a writer, was a member 
of the Communist Party in 1947. He was interviewed and furnished 
limited information about his Party activities but refused to name 
his associates in the Party. This Cruse appears identical to the 
author, although a definite conclusion cannot be made without more 
data concerning the author. 


BOOK: 


The central theme of this book is that it is not 
possible for the Negro to be integrated in America because America 
itself is not integrated. The author feels America is dominated 
by three separate groups, white Protestants, white Catholics and 
white Jews, which are not integrated. Thus, the Negro could never 


be integrated. GEC. 69 
© - 100-370842 (Harold Wright Cruse) / — cy JOBY gl -f 2 


l - 62-46855 (Book Review File). 
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MENTION OF THE FBI: 


w 


Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: BOOK REVIEW: “THE CRISIS OF THE 
_ NEGRO INTELLECTU. 


The book traces the history of various movements, the 
“Back to Africa” movement, the separate nation movement and the 
integration movement. He concentrates on the philosophy of each 
movement as it relates to the Negro intellectual. Cruse claims 
the Negro intellectual has failed to define Negro goals. 


Cruse is a black nationalist, as opposed to an 
integrationist, and one review of his book noted that it is a 
“polemical thrust against the advocates of integration, who, 
he asserts, have misdirected Negroes from truly radical and 
creative goals." i 

However, this book is. also a history of various Negro 
movements in this country, up to and including the Malcolm X 
influence. Malcolm X was a militant black nationalist leader \ 
who was assassinated.’ As a history, this book contains material | 


of reference value in studying the history of vie nationalism 
in America. ! 


7 
H 


` Neither the FBI nor the Director is mentioned. 


ACTION: 


That this book be maintained in the Bureau Library 
for reference purposes. i 
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N 4) UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 
Memorandum N 

TO DIRECTOR, FBI (100-370842) natts 9730760 
3% 

ł 10" 

den SAC, NEW YORK (100-87332) (C) ? 

SUBJECT: HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE | 
SM-C | 
(00: NY) | 


Re Passport Office memo, dated 8/6/68. 
Referenced memo reflects subject renewed his pass- 


port at New York, in July, 1968, and indicated that his travel 
plans were unknown. | 


ów On 9/26/68, SA „„ contacted the subject 
at his residence under the guise of a travel agency seeking to 


handle travel arrangements for any trips he has planned for the 
future. Subject advised he has no current plans to travel out- 

side of the United States,in that, he is busy with writing and 

has several lectures scheduled in the future. 


In view of the above, no further action is being 
taken in this case at b ki 
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This memorandum presents a review of captioned book 
published in 1968 by William Morrow and Company, Incorporated, 
which is being placed in the Bureau library. 

Harold Wright Cruse,, born March 8, 1916, at M 
Petersburg, Virginia, is a Negro writer and critic. He is 
a former member of the Communist Party which he left in 19 2. 

His book “Rebellion or Revolution" centers on the attainment 
of cultural equality for the Negro and examines the impact 
various leaders, writers, thinkers, performers, and organizations 


have had on the Negro movement. No mention is made in this 
book of the Director or the FBI. 
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RE: BOOK REVIEW : 


"REBELLION OR REVOLUTION" | 
BY HAROLD WRIGHT CRUSE 
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Harold Wright Cruse is a Negro, born March 8, 1916, 
at Petersburg, Virginia. He served in the United States Army 
from 1941 to 1945 receiving an honorable discharge. He has 
been a writer and critic since World War II and a member of 
the Communist Party from 1947 to 1952. He was employed by 
the Daily Worker for which paper he wrote reviews from 1949 
to 1951. He was removed from the Security Index in 1955 and has 
been interviewed several times by the FBI but furnished only 
limited information concerning his Communist Party activities. 
This is the second book by Cruse, the first being the "Crisis 
of the Negro Intellectual" which was reviewed by the Domestic 
Intelligence Division on May 1, 1968. 


BOOK REVIEW | 


The central theme of this koci is that the Negro 
movement in this country before it can become a revolutionary 
movement must first attain cultural equality in the fields of 
art, film, theater, radio, television, and music. 

| | 

Throughout the book Cruse is critical of the Communist 
Party for its grave mishandling of the Negro question and its 
lack of understanding of the Negro movement which he also offers 
as his reasons for leaving the Party. 


The book traces the history of the Negro movement ex- 
amining and endeavoring to explain the impact that the various 
leaders, writers, thinkers, performers, and organizations have 


had on the movement. In this regard, the book contains material 


of reference value concerning the history of the Negro. movement 
in America. 
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| | 
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Neither the Director nor the FBI are mentioned in this 
book. i 
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— Black Doctrinist =~- 


By Robert C. Maynard 


Washington Post Staff Writer 


— 
IN GENERAL, Hart use g work is like 
a big, tough steak: difficult to chew — and 
swallow—but too flavorful to put aside. This 


particular book is warmed-over chuck, with- 


-out the succulence of his first published 
book, “Crisis of the Negro Intellectual.” 

Cruse comes to us from a previous genera- 
tion of Negro radicalism, the left-wing move- 
ment of the 1940s and 1950s. That was an 
age deeply concerned with social theory and 
it drowned itself in arguments over dialec- 
tic. Although Cruse had a bitter falling out 
with the Communists, he is, to state it flatly, 
still hung up with a movement that time has 
passed by. 

We are treated, for example, to old Daily 
Worker reviews that caused Cruse some 
trouble with the party hacks. Reading them 
now, the reader is forced to ask, Why? Why 
must we go through all of that again? Cruse 
squares off against irrelevancy and demol- 
ishes it, but one is never certain why he 
bothers. 


RETELLING the tale of the bruising expe- 
rience of being a Negro Communist, Cruse 
sheds a little light on the question of why he 
belabors his unhappy Party past. 

“It was not until my two theater reviews 
appeared that the Communist bigwigs began 
to writhe uncomfortably and question my 
‘cultural ideology.’ Their general response 
was a serious blow to my blooming critical 
ego.” 

That ego finally suffered to the. point 
where Cruse remained silent for many 
years, taking in everything around him with 
his hungry, capacious mind but writing little 
that was published until last year, when 
„Crisis“ appeared. There, as in the present 
book, he was concerned with the influence 
of white radicals on black radicals, but he 
did have a point that was important to 
make: Political colonialism of either the left 
or the right was damaging to the need for 
blacks to define their own political course. 

In that book, as in this one, Cruse seeks to 


define a Bae got revolutionary develop- 
ment and he is disappointed with the lack of 


tn 


| 
Book Review 
Rebellion or Revolution’ 


By Harold Cruse (Morrow, 272 pp., $6.95), 
| | 


historical orientation that marks the thought 
of today’s black radicals. Holding to a high 
socialist theoretical standard, he chides the 
current crop of radicals, saying, “to make 
capitalistic reformism even more persuasive 
as dominant practice, the Black Powerites : 
demand it programmatically. What kind of 
social methodology, then, can transcend this 
state of affairs? 

“Then there is the question of the revolu- 
tionary anarchism; of the urban guerrillas’ : 
“Black Power wing.” He is after social 
theory, dialectic, again. He wants the move- 
ment to have some historical perspective, a 
definition that can'be relied upon. 

He regards it M somewhat appalling that 
the social rapida ws from action on the 
streets, and he sees in this a real danger of 
blacks being taspa. He understands, but is 
impatient with, the anger and the urgency 
that cause the ovement today to strike 
first and theorize later. i 


THE BOOK is a curious, one, filled as it is 
with arguments from the radical movement 
of the past. More thar. half its pages are con- 
cerned with Cruse’s Battles against the or- 
thodox and tiredi sccialists whose names 
most newspaper |readers of today would 
hardly even recognize. He belabors the re- 
visionism” of Edouard Bernstein, linking it 
with today’s black power activism. 

Cruse stands almost alone as a social 
critic using what are basically 19th century 
tenets to discuss the current American black 
movement. It is possible that at some point 
in the future, Cruse will become to the move- 
ment what Fanon is, but this could only occur 
if the movement becomes much more doctri- 
naire than it now is. — 


1968, The Washington Post Co. 
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